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ACTION EA- 14 

INFO OCT-01 ADP-00 CIAE-00 COME-OO EB-11 INR-10 LAB-06 

NSAE-00 RSC-01 SIL-01 DODE-OO FMC-04 CG-00 COA-02 

PA-03 USIA-12 PRS-01 RSR-01 /067 W 

112799 

R 180050Z JUL 73 
FM AMCONSUL MELBOURNE 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 1690 
INFO AMEMBASSY CANBERRA 
AMCONSUL SYDNEY 
AMCONSUL PERTH 
AMCONSUL BRISBANE 

UNCLAS MELBOURNE 0663 

E.O. 11652: N/A 

TAGS: ELAB, ETRN, AS, PINT 

SUBJECT: MARITIME BAN 

REF: SYDNEY 1718 AND PREVIOUS 

1. HAROULD SOUTER, SECRETARY OF THE AUSTRALIAN COUNCIL 
OF TRADE UNIONS (ACTU) TOLD LAB ATT JULY 17 THAT 
DECISION BY MELBOURNE UNIONS TO REFER MATTER OF BAN 
ON US FLAG SHIPS HAS FORCE AND EFFECT OF POSTPONING 
BAN INDEFINITELY RATHER THAN FOR ONE WEEK AS REPORTED 
REFTEL. SOUTER FEELS ACTU BOARD OF OFFICERS WILL 
EVENTUALLY TAKE SOME ACTION BUT THINKS THAT THIS IS 
UNLIKELY BEFORE EXPIRATION OF AUGUST 15 DEADLINE ANYHOW. 

2. SOUTER STRESSES HIS PLEASURE AND THAT OF CHARLES 
FITZGIBBON'S OVER TELEPHONE CONVERSATION OF LATTER 
WITH TEDDY GLEESON SOUTER SAID THAT ANY PROTRACTED 
ACTION BY GLEESON WOULD HAVE BOLSTERED MELBOURNE 
WORKERS AND WOULD HAVE MADE ACTION BY ACTU IN THEIR 
SUPPORT VERY DIFFICULT TO AVOID. APPARENTLY ALL 
RESPONSIBLE LABOR LEADERS INVOLVED APPRECIATE GLEESON’S 
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TEMPERANE AND HOPE THAT, IF ANY OTHER UNFORTUNATE 
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INSTANCES OCCUR, SAME PROCEDURE AS POST FOLLOWED 
IN THIS CASE WILL BE FOLLOWED IN THE FUTURE. 

BROWN 
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